
More than 1,600 contacts
were made to a domestic
violence crisis and support
Helpline in Gloucestershire
alone in the last eleven
months.

This terrible statistic excludes

ongoing longer-term support work

with many other victims and

survivors across the county.

For Lea Butcher, who has been

involved with Gloucestershire

Domestic Violence Support and

Advocacy Project (GDVSAP) since its

launch 7 years ago, some things have

sadly not changed.

The need for urgent support from the

24 hour Helpline (01452 500115),

and for the large numbers of women

who continue to turn to the

independent charity for safety,

counselling or advice, has not lessened

over the years.

But neither has mother-of-one and

step mum-of-two Lea’s own

commitment to this field.

“Initially I became involved as a sort

of bolt-on from my job,” says Lea, a

police constable for 21 years, and now

in an office-based role at the County

Police HQ.

“I first started running a Domestic

Violence Unit in Cheltenham in

1997, and then helped to set up the

GDVSAP and it quickly became

something I deeply believed in as an

individual.

“I came to realize the difficult

situations some people – mainly

women, are living in and saw the

impact of domestic violence on many

families lives.These figures are just the

tip of the iceberg - this issue is a very

important one to me.”

With the round-the-clock crisis

Helpline receiving calls from many
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I f you are thinking of volunteering

or getting involved as a trustee, I’d

say ‘go for it’.You do need to have an

interest in the cause, because you’ll have

to give something of yourself. But you also

get a lot back.



hundreds of women, GDVSAP’s 14-

strong team of staff provide vital

services to women, whether living

with, considering leaving, or suffering

continuing problems with an abusive

partner or ex partner.

GDVSAP provides Gloucestershire’s

only central referral point for victims

and survivors of Domestic Abuse, co-

ordinating support and information

according to the needs of the client.

“It’s been very satisfying to draw on

some of my policing and personal

skills,” added Lea, who is now one of

the Trustees/Directors on the

Project’s Management Board.

“Being a Board member has its own

challenges - negotiations and

responsibilities - not least funding. It

can be frustrating as charities have to

compete against each other for pots

of money – and the level of need

from survivors of domestic violence is

high, but being able to contribute

positively in some way is very

satisfying.”
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